Introduction
Sri Lanka is an island with a land area of 65,654 square kilometers. It is situated in the Indian Ocean, On 5° to 9° northern latitudes and between 79° and 81 ° eastern longitudes. Sri Lanka has a mountainous region in the center of the country with peaks as high as 2,524 meters, and is surrounded by a plain. The mean temperature ranges from 26°C to 28°C in the law country and from l4°C to 24°C in the hill coun try.
The mid-year population of Sri Lanka is around 18 million in 1999 and the growth rate is 1.3 per cent. As far as leprosy is concerned, Sri Lanka has reached the prevalence rate of Leprosy, less than 1 patient per 10,000 population at the national level. How ever, there are endemic districts in the country with higher prevalence rates (Example: 3.8 in the district of Colombo). Hence, the country has reached the most difficult phase to achieve the elimination tar get uniformly in all the districts sub national level.
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